Photos include the construction progress of the Sisters” new
Monastery over the past 12 months, and (I-r) Sr. Sylvia
Abr, OSB, Rodney Bargfrede of Koehler Construction,
- Sr. Bernadine Reyes, OSB, Konrad Broer of Schemmer
Abrchitects, and Sr. Kathleen Higgins, OSB after a recent
walke-through. An August completion date is expected,
at which time the Sisters and staff will begin transitioning
into the new buildings.
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Letter from the Prioress

Preparing for Transition

It seems that we have spent the
better part of this year attending
to our transition We have gone
through a process of looking within
ourselves as we move from living
in three different areas on the “hill”
to living under one roof. We have
had to ask ourselves what are the
personal ways of being that will
need to shift as we come together in our new monastery.

In our down-sizing, we are having to make decisions
of what we will take with us, what will be stored for our
“moving sale”, what will be given away, and what will need
to be recycled or permanently discarded. Together, we have
walked through all of our living spaces, shared memories,
blessed each area, and began saying “good bye.”

We went into the new building before the sheetrock went up
to bless this new space for us. In a sense we have been trying
to be conscious of saying good bye to spaces where we have
lived and prayed for a long time and to saying hello to the
new spaces were we will live and for some of us, work.

Summer 2016

This time of transition has been in the midst of everyday life,
work, meetings, fundraisers, hospitality, and anniversaries.
We look forward to the move and being settled again. We
also look forward to hosting an open house for our family
and friends to tour the new facilities before the end of the
year.

As your plans unfold for summer fun, rest, and renewal,
let us not forget the victims of recent terror attacks, natural
disasters, war, violence, abuse, neglect, oppression, and
injustice. Let us continue to unite in prayer for peace, both
in this nation and throughout the world.

Blessings to all,

.,éi- M%’a‘“rm

Mission Statement
We, the Boerne Benedictines, are called to seek God in
community and to respond in ministry through sharing
our spirituality and addressing the needs of the people
we serve, especially the poor.

Benedictine Volunteers Visit Monastery on the Way to Eagle Pass

“Volunteers experience in their service work at the

border that through the language of universal love,

compassion, laughter, and justice, there are no borders
in God’s family.”

Patricia T. Nguyen, Director, Benedictine Volunteers

Renedictine Voice

J Recent Grants Received \

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to the
following Organizations and Foundations for
their generous support to our needs:

$5,000 - Stuart-Griffin-Perlitz Foundation in
support of new Monastery furnishings

$1,500 - Leadership Conference of Women
Religious, Region 12 Border Fund in support of
our Caridad de Corazon Ministry

$1,000 - The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy
Memorial Foundation in support of Benedictine
Sisters’ and Benedictine Ministries’ 2016 events
$500 - Tapatio Ladies Club in support of new
Monastery furnishings
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Thank you, Sacred Heart School Alumni! To
date, $6,700.00 in gifts and pledges has been
received in support of chapel chairs for the new

Monastery. God bless you!

Moving Sale!

The Sisters will be holding a Moving Sale
in the fall. The sale will have many items
that will not be going to the new Monastery,
including miscellaneous furnishings.

Date of sale TBA. Check our Facebook

and website for updates.
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Wission Advancement

2016 Sisters’
Summer Sweepstakes

Grand Prize
Americus Diamond Circle
of Support Pendant
Valued at $2,500

Other Great Prizes

$500 Visa Gift Card
$250 Visa Gift Card
$100 Visa Gift Card (2)
$50 Visa Gift Card

(6 prizes in all)

Tickets: $5 each, $25 for 6, $50 for 12

Drawing will be held on
Tuesday, September 6th
Need not be present to win!

Deadline to submit tickets:
Friday, September 2,2016

If you would like to purchase more tickets, please
contact the Office of Mission Advancement at

830.816.8504

‘ : 2076 O enes @M%@’@fe
A heartfelt thank you to those who contributed to the 2016
None s Ball. Your generosity has raised over $30,000 for the Sisters’

retirement needs. There’s still time to give to this “no show”event!
None’s Ball gifts are being accepted in person, by mail, or online at ‘v’},
www.boernebenedictines.org.

&) @
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WIEMI Benedictine Sisters’ 11th Annual Spaghetti Dinner Our deepest gratitude to the following Event Sponsors and Silent mwz!ﬂ
A

uction donors who helped make the 2016 Spaghetti Dinner and
Silent Auction a great success.

EVENT SPONSORS

On Wednesday, March 9th, the Benedictine Sisters celebrated
their 11th Annual Feast of St. Benedict Spaghetti Dinner
and Silent Auction fundraiser at the Omega Retreat Center,

Special thanks to the following event coordinators:

Sr. Bernadine Reyes, 0SB Chadd Lassitter

Sr. Kathleen Higgins, 0SB Mary Anne Oehler
located on their grounds in Boerne. Despite the threat of  ppoo Brunet Peggy Raley f" ) {/gf}
rain and construction detours, the dining room and drive- Bob Fahy Reynaldo Salinas {{'}J" 3\"\:
thru served nearly 500 meals! Special thanks to all who Cami Fiedler Nora Schmidt o MI I.AN
attended, to all our sponsors and donors,' and tc: the more Randi Gilmore Tt B s s ‘ -
than 125 volunteers who helped make this year’s event so T P T — The Koehler company
memorable! Proceeds, exceeding $13,000.00, will benefit unce. irse . ngl'e ¢
the Sisters’ new Monastery needs. Margie San Miguel Kent Carrie Zapata
VENEIZIA NAPOLI UNDERWRITERS
Fabian and Gladys Janysek Casias Construction, LLC Gertrude Mika
Knights of Columbus, Cow Creek Taxidermy Kenedy Memorial Foundation

Council 10940 & Game Processing
Dr. Edward and Twyla Benson
Fred and Mary Lou Valentino

Wilburn Insurance Brokerage

FRIENDS OF THE BENEDICTINES

Sr. Bernadine Reyes, OSB accepts a donation from Grand
Knight, Reynaldo Salinas, on behalf of the St. Peter’s

Members of the St. Peter’s Knights of Columbus also donated their
time at the event (Above Knights helping in the kitchen)

Alamo Mailing

The Cart Barn of Texas

Plaza Package Store

Knights of Columbus, Council #10940

(I-r) Sr. Frances Brisefio, OSB, and
Mary Lopez having a great time

(I-r) Endeared friends, Mary Hancock, Sr.
Mary Agnes Zinni, OSB, and Cleo Tamez
enjoying the event

Bexar Schenk (right) and his daughter,
Hailey, with volunteer Anne Brunet

Fr. Norm
Volunteers, g:n;istfn’)m
Marilyn . Peter’s
Rodriéuez stopped by
(left) and and visited  [EaT
P Ral with kitchen [k

@g‘i)’ - crew, St. )
(right), ), St.
serving wine JC\;/Iai’yt R(gg .
oertz,

and Crystal

Villanueva
4

Visit the Sisters’ website News and Events page for more photos.

Bear Moon Bakery & Cafe
Benedictine Ministries
Benedictine Oblates
Boerne Printing

The Boerne Star

Boy Scout Troop #18

A Little Nature Store
Bill Miller Bar-B-Q
Boudro's Texas Bistro

Buckhorn Saloon & Museum

Carol Baring

Cielo

Cindy Ogle, LMT

Dr. Edward Benson

El Rio

Epicure Gourmet Market

Fabian and Gladys Janysek

Fair Oaks Ranch Golf &
Country Club

Fiber Fanatic - Textile and Texture

Flagstop Enterprises, Inc.

Catholic Daughters of the
Americas - St. Peter’s
Girl Scouts, Kendall County
Hill Country Weekly
Kiolbassa Provision Co.
Mayfield Paper Company

SILENT AUCTION DONORS

Friends of the Benedictines
Gertrude Mika

Girl Scouts of Southwest Texas
Grey Moss Inn

Jaime Asbury

Jim's Restaurants

John and Tina Vroman
Johnny’s Feed and Supply
LaTe Da

Lea Kochanek

Mary Brogan’s Irish Cottage
Merrilyn Pruske

McRae MD Medical Laser Spa
Nature’s Presence

Paesanos 1604

Sisters’ Attic

Steve Tyson

St. Peter’s Parish

Sysco Food Services of S.A.
Walmart Boerne

Will and Anne Brunet

Pat Roumaya

Peggy Raley

Red Crest Pet Shop

Rev. Mary C. Earle

San Antonio Missions
Baseball Club

Santikos Theatres

Sea World San Antonio

Serendipity on Main

Solange Designs

Sunrise Pottery

Tres Bella Salon

The Wash Tub
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Milestones & Celebrations

Summer 2016

Congratulations to our Jubilarians!
Celebrating a combined 170 Years of Consecrated Life!

Sr. Antoinette Van Galen, OSB, Sr. Michael Brandt, OSB, and Sr.

Bernadine Reyes, OSB enjoying their Jubilee celebration

On Saturday, June 4, 2016, family and friends gathered
at the Omega Retreat Center in Boerne, Texas for the
Benedictine Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration.

The honorees - pictured above (1-r) - with a combined
170 years of Monastic life and service to God’s people,
were Sister Antoinette Van Galen, OSB (70 years),
Sister Michael Brandt, OSB (50 years) and Sister
Bernadine Reyes, OSB (50 years).

The afternoon began in true Benedictine tradition
with a Vespers Service led by Sister Sylvia Ahr,
OSB. Cantor, Carmen Villareal of St. Peter’s Parish,
was accompanied by Sister Joyce Detzel, CDP who
played the keyboard. Sister Susan Mika, OSB gave
a beautiful reflection that highlighted the Jubilarians
and their many contributions to their community and
to their ministries over the years. She emphasized the
importance of the Sisters’ vows of Obedience, Stability,
and Conversion of Life and a spirit of “gratitude” to
God, to the Sisters’ Community, to their families, and
to their friends.

Following the service, the festivities continued at the
Center with a delicious buffet catered by Angel Food of
Boerne and lively Mariachi music by Mariachi Reyes
of San Antonio. Smiles were infectious throughout
the event, and everyone shared the joy of this special
occasion.
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Sr. Bernadine Reyes’ grand niece, Abigail Leal, is all smiles
while enjoying the Mariachi music

Msgr. Albert Hubertus and Angel
Perez after Vespers, waiting to
greet the three Jubilarians

Sr. Susan Mika, OSB, reflects
on the Jubilarians during the
Vespers Service

(I-r) Sr. Joyce Detzel, CDB, Carmen Villareal, and Sr. Sylvia Ahr, OSB
during the Service

Visit the Sisters’ website News and Events page for more photos.
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(PPP Staff Journeys Back to their Roots

The Benedictine Sisters and staff
welcomed Ann Beason, Director
of the Center for Public Policy
Priorities (CPPP) of Austin, and
the CPPP staff on April 26th. The
following is from an article that first
appeared on CPPP’s blog *:

“The CPPP staff carpooled down
wildflower-studded back roads to
spend the day with our founders,
the Benedictine Sisters of Boerne,

Summer 2016

?/ﬂ/apem'njy on the Hill

Texas. It was a journey back to our
roots and core values.

The Sisters founded CPPP in 1985 to advance public policy
solutions for expanding access to health care. We became
independent in 1999 and expanded our focus over time to
include economic opportunity and fiscal policy.

The Sisters remain our Hill Country heroines. They opened
our day with words from their founder, Mother Lidwina
Weber: “How much and yet how little have we accomplished
in this space of time...but after sowing the seed we must wait
some time for it to germinate. So I console myself and await
the future!” CPPP is one of the seeds the Sisters planted over
30 years ago.

The Sisters knew that for all Texans to live healthy, productive
lives would require public policies to make health care
affordable, and so they founded the Benedictine Health
Resource Center, which later became CPPP.

The FHealth and Wholeness Centers

Sr. Michael Brandt, OSB (Director of Benedictine Ministries) and
Christy Hanich (Manager of The Health and Wholeness Center)

The 2016 Health and Wholeness Center’s Springtime

Tea took place on Wednesday, May 11th, at the Omega

Retreat Center. The afternoon included a raflle, silent

auction, door prizes, and a delicious lunch. Thank you

to all who attended and to all the volunteers who helped
make this important fundraiser possible.

CPPP staff with some of the Benedictine Sisters during their visit (photo courtesy of CPPP)

CPPP works every day to move Texas closer to the Sisters’
vision of affordable health care and quality education for
everyone, regardless of background. The seeds we spread
today through our policy work - though they can take a long
time to sprout - continue to change Texas.

Hospitality is one of the core values of the Benedictines, and
the Sisters are exceptionally gracious hosts. They fed us a
nourishing lunch, shared a modern translation of the Rule
of Benedict, and gave us mugs full of jelly beans for the ride
home. But the most symbolic gift they gave us was a pot of
green ivy, clipped from one of their “mother” plants at the
monastery. We are honored and blessed to be one of their
seedlings”

* http://bettertexasblog.org/2016/05/back-to-our-roots-the-
benedictine-sisters-of-boerne/

THE BENEDICTINE SISTERS?

Picture yourself living next
door! 14 premier acres,
including our former
Monastery and office complex,

are for sale.

For more information contact
our realty broker, Russell Noll,
at 210.253.2945 or
russellnolli@transwestern.com
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Honor Roll of Donors - 205
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Our sincerest appreciation to the following donors who gave a gift in support of the Benedictine Sisters
through our Mission Advancement Office in 2015. Every effort has been made to keep our list accurate. If
your name was overlooked or misprinted, please accept our apology and contact us at 830.816.8504

Individuals

Anonymous

Marie Sonnier and Jeremy Agent
Homer and Carol Ahr

Joseph and Lori Ann Ahr
Marshall and Gail Ahr

Dianne Albrecht

Richard Pefia and Mary Alfaro
James and Judy Allen
Stewart and Phyllis Allen
Darleen Ammann

Don and Judith Anderson
Lane Andrew

Zeta Angelich

Judy Arkangel

Jim Williams & Carol A. Armstrong
Kay Arnold

Joseph and Huong-Trinh Arrieta
Jaime Asbury

Pam Bailey

Mike and Linda Baksic

Geri Bannister

Frank and Eileen Barbella
Bob and Karen Barker
Charles and Sandra Barnes
Irvin and Jean Barousse
CharlesT. Barrett, Jr.

Dan and Jeanne Barry
Dennis Bartsch

Ella Mae Bartsch

Ernest and Ida Bartsch

Lester and Olivia Bartsch
Lucille Bartsch

Marvin Bartsch

Vernon and Minnie Bartsch
Bernadette Beck

James J Beck

Melvin and Flora Beck

John & Jeanette Belter
Franklin and Margie Bendele
Dr. Edward and Twyla Benson
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Ray and Dorothy Berend
Michael and Carol Bidus
Mike Richardson and Mary B. Bigger
Irene Bish

Leander and Noelie Bockholt
Mel and Claudia Boehmer
David and Nancy Boerner
Lyne Boucher

Weldon J. Bowling

James and Barbara Boyd
Robert Bradley

Mike Brady

Peter and Karen Braeuler

Lee Brandt, llI

Melroy and Valeria Brandt
Kathy Bridges

Dr. Charles and Maria Brisefio
James and Barbara Britton
Jan Brotherman

Lelan F. Brotherman

Alethea Boyes & John T. Brownlee
William and Anne Brunet
Bettie G. Burton

Lou and Carol Butaud
Robert and Linda Cabe
Dennis Cadena

Irma Campbell

Manuel and Irma Carranza
Clem and Audrey Carrier
Valdo and Yolanda Carrizales
Marty and Lori Carroll
Elizabeth Chandler

Margaret Anne Chandler
Craig and Louise Clark
Gerald and Lady Ellen Clark
Constance Clarkson

Darlene Clements

Susan Cogdell

Jerald and Nancy Coger
Dennis and Magda Condon
Ted and Mary Ann Coonan
William and Martha Corcoran

Edward and Katherine Courtney
Kenneth and Kathleen Crumpler
Cheryl Daniel

Rev. Msgr. Dennis Darilek
Julius and Yvonne Darilek
Mike and Barbara Davidson
William Howden & Jan Davis
Brad and La Nell Day

Donna Delire

Gail Dereszewski

Roberto & Robin Ann Dominguez
Paula D’Orsogna

Bryan and Ashlie D’Spain
Revs. Doug and Mary Earle
Alice Elizondo

Bob and Anna Elizondo
David and Lucia Esparza
Jean Eyhorn

John Eymann

David and Susan Facile

Jack and Esther Faecher
Robert and Iris Fahy

Anna Falkenberg

Rev. Msgr. Douglas Fater
Shirley Felton

Richard and Shirley Fenton
Dorothy Ferrell

Richard and Dianne Fetchick
David and Elberta Fiebrich
Michael and Isabel Fiebrich
Jeffrey and Gladys Fincke
Patricia Fincke

Ashley and Rita Finnie
Daniel and Christine Fitzgerald
Daniel and Carole Floeck
Laura Flores

Anthony and Sue Forestello
Polly Ann Fowler

John Fox

Jerry and Lorene Franke
Stewart and Christie Frazer
Philip and Rita Fredericks
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Honor Roll of Donors - 2065

Alvin and Charlotte Frerich
Verena Frerich

Maria Garansuay

Henry and Rose Garcia
Mary Alice Garcia

Mike and Joan Garcia
Joyce Garrett

Maria Garza

Mary Alice Garza

George and Patrcia Giddings
Julianna Gilson

James and Judy Gleason
Alois and Sandra Goertz
Anton and Jane Goertz
Arthur Goertz

Belinda Goertz

Denis and Janell Goertz
Elmer and Edith Goertz
Erlene Goertz

Gene and Ellen Goertz
Irene Goertz

Jason and Amy Goertz
Julaine Goertz

Kay Goertz

Lester and Paulette Goertz
Mark and Barbara Goertz
Paul Goertz

Richard and Kay Goertz
Thomas Goertz

Victor and Donna Goertz
Rev. Msgr. Victor Goertz
William and Patsy Goertz
Bertha Gonzalez

Rinaldo Gonzalez
Priscilla Grace

Elaine Gravely

Al and Stacie Gray

Mary Greenslade

Janet M Gregory

Richard and Lorraine Griffin
Margaret Mary Grohman
Cheryl Grossman

Esther Gudowski
Katherine Hagler

John Halloran

Jerry and Mary Hancock
Guy and Brenda Hargrove
George and Margaret Harvey
Johnnie and Kathy Hawkins
Carrol and Carmen Haynes
Rev. George Hazler

Patrick and Carla Heath
Stephen and Debby Heitzke
Rev. Msgr. Jim Henke
Richard Hernandez
Guillermo and Hilda Herrera
Carol Hester

Sarah Hewitt

Louis and Sandra Hickl

Juan Hidalgo

Peter Hightower

Marsha Hillman

Lance and Dianne Hirsch
Clayton and Wanda Hoffman
Richard and Patsy Hoffman
Eugene and Patricia P. Holliday
Thomas and Helen Holloran
Harry and Barbara Homola
Richard and Judy Horstman
William and Mary F. Hovestadt
Ron and Kathy Hubbard
Ronald Hubbert

Rev. Msgr. Albert Hubertus
Joe and Karen Hugenberg
Casey Hugman

Ltc. (Ret) Charles T. Hutzler
George and Alice Irving

Paul Isakson

Fabian and Gladys Janysek
Kenneth and Bernice Jarzombek
Abigail and Helen Jimenez
Tom and Maureen Johnson
Genevieve Jones

Roger Jones

Felix Simon and Jisy Joseph
Bill and Carol Kadura

Freda Kadura

Glenn and Monica Kadura
Rodney and Tracie Kadura
Jeff, Lynn, and Sara Kane

Patricia Karam

Dan and Beverly Kasprowicz
Jerry and Rita Keller

Vicki Keller

Olivia Kelly

Thomas and Ann Kelton

Hal and Ruth Kemp

Ronald Kern

Kathy Kidd

Philip and Mary King

David and Marcia Kinsey
Robert and Linda Kiolbassa
Sandra Kiolbassa

Donald and Marilyn Klaus
Kenneth and Pixie Koch
Richard and Lydia Kochanek
Nick and Ana Koenig
Timothy Koock

Michael and Tracy Krupa

Jim and Evelyn Lamb
Hobson and Dorrece LeBlanc
Darrell and Dawn Lehmann
Rudy and Helen Leos

Calvin and Diane Leuschen
Kevin and Ann Lindsey

Larry and Rose Lopez

Mary Lopez

Robert and Catherine Lorenz
Grant and Pat Lucas
Christopher and Donna Luna
James and Carol Lyle

Regis and Amy Mackrell
Chris and Pat Maguire
Charlene Mainz

Margaret Malanowski

Bill and Tamara Mapp

Teresa Marcum

Joseph and Patricia Martin
Phyllis Martin

Cecil and Geraldine Martinez
Eddie and Susie Martinez
Josue and Rosario Martinez
Wayne and Susan Masur
Carlos and Jo Ann Mata
Kenneth and Madeleine Matocha
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Honor Roll of Donors - 2015

Eddie and Mary Mazurek
Sharon Mazurek

Chris and Pam Mc Kone
Leora McCarthy

Norine McCleskey

Rose Marie McClung

Mike and Patience McGuire
Jerry and Gail McKenna

Billy and Yvonne McNiel
Gary and Jeri McWilliams
Greg and Susan Meserole
Thomas and Dorothy Meuth
Evelyn Meuth

Steve and Colleen Meuth
Gertrude Mika

James and Lisa Mikus
James and Luci Mikus

Kevin and Marilyn Miller
Roy and Margaret Miller
Minnie Montez

Dorothy Moose

Doris Acker and Susan Moravec
James and Dorothy Morey
Marsha Mudd

Roger and Marcella Muehr
Janet Nabb

William and Jody Nash
James and Nanette Neff
Kenneth and Vickie Nickel
Marcy Niemeier

Frank and Joan Noland
Michael and Elizabeth Nolen
Ronnie and Janet Nolte
Harold and Susan Norman
Wayne and Laverne Norris
Helen Nowell

William O’Connor

Rev. Msgr. Hugh O’Donnell
Michael and Mary Anne Oehler
Donald and Dorene Oesterreicher
Bill and Kathy O'Hanlon
Mark and Judith Olender
Irving and Ethel O'Neal
Carlos and Elvira Ortiz
Manuel and Altagracia Ortiz
John and Roberta Palmer
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Richard and Christine Park
Manette Parker

Larry Parson

Fabian Pawelek

Charles and Lamarr Pena
Ernest and Laura Perez
James and Lea Perlitz
Joseph Peterson

Bill Phalen

Sr. Katie Pierce

Bernard and Reda Polk
Hope Ponce

Henry Postert

Gordon Probst

Maj. (Ret.) and Mrs. LIoyd Probst
Alice Quinn

Linda Quintero

Peggy Raley

Tab and Kristie Randolph
Bob and Jamie Rankin

Allen and Kathleen Rasmussen
James and Janet Rathmann
Connie Raub

Clifford and Lorene Redus
Fred and Ann Reissig
Anthony and Wally Reyna
George and Lynne Ricks
Jerome and Gloria Ries

John and Bernie Ristaino
Marty and Verkis Robinson
Phillip and Jerry Ann Robinson
Clemente and Eva Rocha
Anthony and Marilyn Rodriguez
Emilie Rogers

Roberto and Arcelia Rosas
Gerald and Jackie Rumpf
Martin and Beverly Sablik
Emanuel Salaiz

Baldemar and Rosa Saldiva
James and Carolyn Sampson
Kay Sandor

Paul and Carol Sandor
George and Clara Santos

Dr. John and Toni Saunders
Robert and Carol Scalise
Dominic and Irva Scaramozi

Summer 2016

Olin and Janice Scheele
Robert and Rebecca Scheffel
Brent and Janice Schiffer
Bradford Schmalfuss

Jerome and Pam Schmidt
Richard and Nora Schmidt
Stephen and Mary Ann Schott
Richard and Frances Schreiber
John and Joyce Schuelke
Eugenia Schuler

Cecilia Segura

Clayton and Anne Seidel
Esther Seidel

Edward Selby

Raymond and Joan Sevonty
Wilton and Sylvia Shaw
Norma Shinn

Billy John and Patricia Simmonds
Herbert Sims

Douglas and Lucy Smith
Jacqueline Smith

Joseph and Lucille Smith

Dub and Dolly Smothers
Carlos Solar and Joanne Eakle
Robert Sosa

Suzanne Spears

Donna Rae Steele

Morris and Arleen Steevens
Mike and Carol Stehling
Patrick and Marcia Stehling
Paul and Beverly Steiner

Paul and Mariann Steldt
James Stenstrom

Jerry and Mary Louise Stewart
Jacqueline Stone

Matthew and Sharon Streger
Evan and Jane Sutton
Thomas and Carol Swiercinsky
Cleo Tamez

Javier and Alicia Tamez

James and Belinda Taylor
Nathaniel and Mary Taylor
Mary Frances Teniente

Roxie Thalmann McDonald
Kenneth and Joanne Thompson
John and Rose Thorsky
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Honor Roll of Donors - 2015

Alfred and Mary Ann Till

Maria Tobin

Norbert and Graciela Torline
Mary Ann Townsend

Francisco and Josephine Trevino
Karl and Ofelia Turner

Joan Twitty

Ken and Jeanette Urbanczyk
Mary Valderaz

Antonio and Anita Valenciano
Fred and Mary Lou Valentino
Eloy Saenz and Gloria Villanueva
Eugenia Vineys

Robert and Sandra Vrana
Johnny and Sandra Waclawczyk
William and Karen Walsh

Rob and Barbara Walz

Brian and Angie Webb

Patrick and Mari Webber
Rawley Weber

Kenneth and Ann Welch

Clara White

Richard and Nancy White

Lois Widner

Ronald Wilburn

Dale and Cassy Wilhelm
Woodrow and Barbara Wilhelm
Hiawatha and Doris Williams
Mary Wisniewski

Harold and Laurel Wolf

JW. Mudry and Kristin Wolff
Jennifer Wood

Edward and Rose Woodruff
Most Rev. John Yanta

Mary Alice Yelverton

Juventino and Carolina Zapata
Richard and Victoria Zapf
Eleanor Marie Zepeda
Stephanie Zousel

Businesses, Foundations

& Faith Communities

A Little Nature Store
Access Storage
Alamo Mailing

Anonymous

Bear Moon Bakery & Cafe
Benedictine Oblates
Benet Hill Monastery
Bergheim General Store
Beyond Cana Inc.

Bill Miller Bar-B-Q

Boerne African Violets and Nursery

Boerne Dental Center

Boerne Printing

Boudro’s Texas Bistro

Broadway Bank

Buckhorn Saloon & Museum and

Texas Ranger Museum

Bueno’s Prenatal Family

Chic Peek

Cielo

Cindy Ogle, LMT

Core Value

Cow Creek Taxidermy and
Game Processing

Dancing Bear

El Rio Mexican Restaurant

Epicure Gourmet Market

Fair Oaks Ranch Golf and
Country Club

Foresight Golf, LLC

Frame it Wright

Fratello’s Italian Market and Deli

Grey Moss Inn

HEB Boerne

Hill Country Weekly

Jim’s Restaurants

K of C, Council #10940

Kiolbassa Provision Co.

LCWR Region 12 Border Project

Learning Zone

LIATIS Foundation

Lillian's of Boerne

Mayfield Paper Company

McRae Medical Laser Spa

Nature’s Presence

Online Builder Guides, Inc.

Paesanos 1604

Plaza Package Store

PO-PO Restaurant

Red Crest Pet Shop

San Antonio Missions

Santikos Theatres

Sea World San Antonio

Sisters’ Attic

Solange Designs

South Texas Money Management,
LTD.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

St. Matthew Catholic Church

St. Peter Catholic Church

Sysco Central Texas, Inc.

Tapatio Ladies Club

The Boerne Star

The Cart Barn of Texas

The John and Marie Stella Kenedy

Memorial Foundation

The Koehler Company

Tres Bella Salon

Vaaler Creek Golf Club

Walmart Boerne

Wilburn Insurance Brokerage
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EEW Serving God with Joy and Compassion By Mary Anne Oehler

Sister Bernice Lindsey, OSB is often
called the “Bionic Nun” by those who
know her well. She has 11 artificial
joints (due to complications from
chemo treatment) ultimately resulting
in physical challenges every day. Most
days, the aches and pains associated
with her past surgeries fail to stop
her from serving in her ministries,
something that she does with great joy
and compassion.

With her Bible in hand, Sister Bernice
spends time at both the Bexar County
Jail in San Antonio, Texas and the
Kendall County Jail in Boerne, Texas.
She wvisits with men and women
inmates who, for various reasons, have

ended up behind bars. Equipped with

vast experience in adult and youth
counseling, spiritual direction, and
bereavement counseling, Sister Bernice
sees a total of 60-80 women and men
each week. She is ever-present for
the inmates, always listening with the
ear of her heart. With some she prays,
with others she laughs and cries, with
some she is silent - but she is always a
witness for Christ.

This is not the first time Sister Bernice
has served in jail ministry. In the early
90’s she also visited the incarcerated
at the Bexar County jail, but when she
became ill with cancer, she needed
time away for her recovery.

Images from the Burmese
Community Retreat

1. Pasquale interprets Sister
Bernice’s message

2. Sister Bernice enjoying time
with one of the retreatants

3. Two youth members present
Sister Bernice with a gift of
gratitude

In addition to her work at the
county jails, Sister Bernice also
devotes her time to the Burmese
community of St. Matthew Catholic
Church in San Antonio. “There are
approximately 220 Burmese families
in the parish,” said Sister Bernice.
“The Burmese people remind me
of the scripture, ‘Let the children
come to me...” (Matthew 19:14), or
in this case, let the stranger come to
me. They are so loving, so trusting,
without fear or prejudices. It is a joy
working with them.”

As a member of the Parish ministry
team, and with the help of interpreters,
she and others help bring the message
of God to the Burmese families. Sister
prepares and gives talks that align with
monthly RCIA teachings at the church.
Other team members are helping the
Burmese to learn English and prepare
for their citizenship.

Recently, Sister Bernice accompanied
the Burmese community, as Spiritual
Director, on a weekend retreat in the
beautiful Texas Hill Country. “Love
is patient, love is kind; Faith is power,
faith is love” was the title of the retreat.

Using the Rule of Benedict as her
guide and again, with the help of an
interpreter, Sister Bernice spoke to
the retreatants about [listening with
the ear of your heart. “Despite the
language differences, we were able to
share God’s love through fellowship,
worship, music, and great meals,”
remarked Sister Bernice. “The
entire weekend was a remarkable
experience!”
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A Fiesta in God’s Honor

When Gloria Villanueva, ObOSB was
invited to help lead a women’s ACTS
(Adoration. Community. Theology.
Service.) Retreat in Mexico City, she
didn’t realize that she would have
the chance to not only find personal
and spiritual growth, but also the
opportunity to express her servant
nature.

Fr. Enrique Pena, Pastor of La
Guadalupita Church, invited ACTS
Missions of San Antonio to form a
team of 36 women to spend four days
in Mexico City, celebrating a “fiesta,”
with God being the guest of honor!

The team began their preparations in
December, 2015 under the guidance of
Spiritual Directors, Norma Garza and
Lupita Retteghieri.

During their three month preparation
period, the leadership team, consisting
of five women from Mexico City, five
from St. Peter the Apostle Church of
Boerne, and 26 from the San Antonio
area, held meetings between the
United States and Mexico groups so

Gloria Villanueva (far right) and members of her
team at the Plaza de Coyoacdn

Longtime friend of the Benedictine Sisters, Oblate, and
volunteer, Mary Greenslade, bids us farewell in August when
she moves to the Pacific Northwest. Mary has served as a
Benedictine Oblate and a dedicated volunteer in our offices

for 10 years.

Best wishes until we meet again, Mary.
Our thoughts and prayers remain with you!

By Randi Gilmore

the teams could build relationships
and bond with each other. “We united
as one to serve our God and support
each other;” says Gloria.

The retreat was held at La Casa
del Obrero Retreat Center, where
Gloria served on a ministry team as a
servant leader for the Reconciliation
Service. This team was responsible
for providing the details of the
environment and for the preparation
of those participants who chose
to cleanse themselves through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

She also served on one service team
as a table facilitator for the women
to share their journey if they were
moved to do so after each of the talks
that were presented. The volunteers
channeled inspiration from Mother
Theresas well-known phrase, “True
leaders are servants of God.”

Gloria and her fellow team members
had amazing experiences during their
time in Mexico City. They were shown
true hospitality by a Dominican Sister
from the San Pedro de Verona
community, who prepared
their meals and gave them
an abundance of love during
their stay.

The participants came to the
retreat with open hearts and
minds, and Gloria recalls they,
“were hungry for spiritual
growth” From the moment
they arrived, the women
attending the retreat were
ready to be moved by the Holy
Spirit, and they were ready to
share their experiences with

Summer 2016

Gloria Villanueva (center right) and
members of her team in the sanctuary
of La Guadalupita

each other.

Not only did Gloria and her team
members have the opportunity to
share their love of Christ with others,
but they were also able to receive
spiritual growth of their own. “I fell
deeper in love with my God and I
am able to serve Him more deeply by
living my faith with guidance from the
Rule of Benedict,” Gloria recalls.

Gloria Villanueva is a Benedictine
Oblate and Volunteer

= (I-r) Sr.
. | Antoinette Van

" Galen, OSB,
(Oblate Program
Director) and
Mary Greenslade,
ObOSB
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New Manm'fe@

Srs. Mechtilde Goertz, OSB, Kathleen Higgins, OSB and Bernadine '
Reyes, OSB offer thanks for the current Monastery residence

The new Monastery is built around the
renowned Kronkosky Tower

One of the messages inscripted on the
walls

Co-minister, Nora Schmidyt, fills her office
space with words of inspiration
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A Time of Transition

Prayerfully giving thanks for many blessings, the Benedictine
Sisters and their co-ministers prepare to transition to the new
Monastery and offices later this summer. Recently, they took time
to “let go” of current residences and work spaces, and then they
‘embraced” new ones. With markers in hand and favorite scripture
or inspirational words in mind, the Sisters and co-ministers visited
the new Monastery (on separate occasions) and claimed their
respective spaces by penning their messages on walls, floors, and
in door frames. An excitement for change is in the air!

The Sisters gather in community at the
Omega residence to share memories

Sr. Mary Lou Hernandez, OSB writes on The Sisters, prepare to embrace the new
the door frame of her new room Monastery

Vi
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Amen! Co-minister, Marcia Mendoza, joyfully pens
her message on one of the kitchen walls
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2016 Oblate Retreat and Oblation W

Congratulations
New Oblates!

Dan Buie
Laura Madsen
Mitos Sonti
Pat Sonti

y AT Y e
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Retreat Presenter, Sr. Karen Joseph, OSB (front center), is joined by Sisters,

Oblates, and Rev. Anthony Cummins for a group photo after the Oblation ceremony
at St. Scholastica Monastery Chapel in Boerne.

“Cultivating a Monastic Instinct” was the

theme for the May 27 - 29 Oblate Retreat
that was held at the Omega Retreat Center
in Boerne. Presenter, Sr. Karen ]oseph,
OSB of the Monastery of the Immaculate

Conception in Ferdinand, Indiana, focused

Oblate Program
Update

The Oblate Team will meet
this summer to plan for the

on seven monastic instincts that included coming year.

listening, humility, holdi s t , e .
istening, umiity, holding ones tongue Due to the transition into the

helpfulness, bearing, reverence, and
new Monastery, no classes

consistency. will be held this fall.
Twenty five retreatants, including four
new Oblates, and several Sisters enjoyed Oblates will receive further
fellowship and time for reflection during updates by mail. Updates
the weekend. Reverend Anthony Cummins will also be posted on our Our four new Oblates: (I-r) Laura,
was the Celebrant of the closing Oblation Oblate website page later Pat, Dan, and Mitos

this summer.

liturgy that was held on Sunday at St.
Scholastica Monastery Chapel.

A Time For Renewal

Sabbath Rest and Delight - an appropriate title for the Benedictine
Sisters’ annual week-long retreat that was held June 13 - 19 at St.
Scholastica Monastery in Boerne. Retreat leader, Sister Mary McGehee,
OSB from Sacred Heart Monastery in Cullman, AL provided the Sisters
much needed opportunities for spiritual renewal, rest, and relaxation,
including massage therapy (Sister Mary is also a licensed massage
therapist)! Special thanks to Sister Mary, co-ministers, and all the
volunteers who helped make the retreat experience a truly blessed one
for the Sisters!

(I-r) Sisters Germaine Marie Sutton, OSB, Victoria Anne Olivares, OSB, Mary McGehee, OSB - Retreat leader, and
Ursula Herrera, OSB gather after a relaxing morning session
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Keep in Touch

We would like to hear from you! We are
continually updating our database. Please send us
your updated information if it is incorrect on the
mailing label.

R ERAEERE
SAYE THE DATE

CROWN RIDGE BANQUET HALL
6909 CAMP BULLIS RD

SAN ANTONIO, TX 78256

TICKETS ON SALE AUGUST 1, 2016
S75EACH SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

The Songwriters:

RENEE COALE WILLIS
AUSTIN CUNNINGHAM
BILLY MONTANA

FOR MORE INFO CALL 830.816.8470 M-F 9 AM - UPM ALLEN SHAMBLIN

OR VISIT SONGWRITERSATTHERANCH.ORG

The Heatth and Wholeness Center
The Omega Retfreat Center
The Sisters” Atfic Thriff Sftore




